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Overview and Volunteer Hours 

 
The Greenway Wildlife Habitat Committee had a solid and productive year.  The 
GWH Committee currently has 21 members.  Though we lost some dedicated people 

this past year for a variety of reasons, we fortunately added some exceptional new 
committee members. 
  
Tony Fiorillo, Volunteer Coordinator, reports that we logged 600+ volunteer hours 

this year. 
 
Greenway Habitat Projects 

 
Greenway Wildlife Surveys – Tracy Rush, Coordinator 

The GWH Committee maintains up-to-date surveys and inventory lists of plants and 
animals including birds that live in natural habitats along the Greenway.  They are 

posted on the Village Website.  We also monitor invasive plants along the Trail and 
have instituted a new educational program to combat this problem in our community. 
 

Trail Markers – Molly Rowell, Coordinator 

GWH Committee maintains two types of signs along the Greenway: a) Identification 
Signs, and b) Educational Signs.  We monitor these signs and update them 

periodically.  We also continue to add new signs in order to enhance the experience 
of each person who uses the Trail. 
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Greenway Wildlife Habitat Committee (GWH Committee) Objectives 
 

This committee is responsible for the Pinehurst Conservation Commission’s (PCC) efforts to 
protect habitats for wildlife in public areas starting with the Pinehurst Greenway.   

 
GWH Committee Objectives: 

 
� Surveying plant and animal habitats along the trail to preserve these habitats for their 

intrinsic value in the natural environment and for the roosting and feeding of birds and other 
animals.   

� Focusing on public education through many activities to encourage public support for the 
protection of natural habitats. 

� Enhancing habitats through additional plantings, bird houses and other measures to attract 
wildlife to the area. 

� Encouraging residents to take the steps to enhance their own backyard gardens to attract 
birds, bees, and butterflies 

 

If  you walk along the Pinehurst G reenw ay Trail expect ing to 

see lots of animals  scurrying through the w oods, you may be 

disappointed.  Many of the mammals in the Sandhills are 

nocturnal and appear only at dusk, nighttime, or daw n. 
Though the Sandhills support a lar ge number of mammals, 

few  of t hem may actually appear along our  G reenw ay.

Chances are pretty good that you will spot one or two Easter n 
Gray Squir rels.  They are common here.  Pinehurst also has a 

large population of Easter n Fox Squirrels, but most of them 

ar e located in very specific neighborhoods.  Seeing them 
along the G reenw ay is unusual.  You might run acr oss a 

Cottontail Rabbit.

Moles, voles, and mice stay underground or under cover.  The 
Trail currently does not have enough flow ing water sources to 

support B eaver s.  You might spot a Flying Squir rel.  B ats use 

their sonar to fly in the evening or  at night.  Raccoons and 

Opossums are in the area, but t hey are nocturnal.  You might 
see a White-tailed Deer  at dawn or dusk especially in the utility 

easements.  Sightings of G ray Foxes, Red Foxes, or Coyotes 

would be exciting but   highly unusual.
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If  you walk along the Pinehurst Greenway Trail expect ing to 
see lots of animals  scurrying through the woods, you may be 
disappointed.  Many of the mammals in the Sandhills are 
nocturnal and appear only at dusk, nighttime, or dawn. 
Though the Sandhills support a large number of mammals, 
few of t hem may actually appear along our  Greenway.

Chances are pretty good that you will spot one or two Eastern 
Gray Squir rels.  They are common here.  Pinehurst also has a 
large population of Eastern Fox Squirrels, but most of them 
are located in very specific neighborhoods.  Seeing them 
along the Greenway is unusual.  You might run across a 
Cottontail Rabbit.

Moles, voles, and mice stay underground or undercover.  The 
Trail currently does not have enough flowing water sources to 
support Beavers.  You might spot a Flying Squir rel.  Bats use 
their sonar to fly in the evening or  at night.  Raccoons and 
Opossums are in the area, but t hey are nocturnal.  You might 
see a White-tailed Deer  at dawn or dusk especially in the utility 
easements.  Sightings of Gray Foxes, Red Foxes, or Coyotes 
would be exciting but   highly unusual.
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Trail Habitat Monitoring, Plantings, and Butterfly Habitat -Susan Strine and Victoria 
Flaherty, Coordinators  

 

The GWH Committee continued to honor its objectives for the Greenway by: 
 

� Planting native plants along the Greenway and in the Butterfly Habitat 

� Monitoring non-native, invasive plants along trail 
� Walking the Greenway Trail frequently to monitor plants and habitats 

 

Each year certain projects become the main focus of our work.   
 

� Butterfly Habitat (BH) Edging– We rehired the professional landscaper 

who installed the beautiful river rock edging set in a concrete foundation 
last year.  This year he finished the edging on the inner pathway.  The 
Butterfly Habitat is beautiful.  

 

                                  
Butterfly Habitat showing new edging and maturing plants. 

 
 
Songbird Trail - Marisa Back, Coordinator Carol Bowman, Assistant 

 

Under the coordination of Marissa Back, the Committee monitored the existing 
bluebird trail in near the Village Hall and Rassie Wicker Park.  Our results were sent 

to the Cornell Ornithology Labs and the North Carolina Bluebird Society.  Marisa or 
Carol Bowman monitored our twenty nests over a twenty week period.  They visited 
each nest once a week to track eggs and fledglings. 
Summaries 2007 thru 2010: 

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

2007 2008 2009 2010

Nestings

Monitored Nests

Total Nestings

 
0

10

20

30

40

50

2007 2008 2009 2010

Birds Fledged

Bluebirds

Other Birds

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

2007 2008 2009 2010

Bluebirds Monitored

Bluebird Nests w/

Eggs

Bluebird Eggs

Bluebirds Fledged

 
  
 

 

Public Education 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The community outreach plan of the Greenway Wildlife Habitat Committee is part of the 
overall Pinehurst Conservation Commission’s public education effort.  It has three parts: 

 
� To inform the public of the GWH Committee’s activities such as trail surveys, 

markers, Songbird Trail, etc. 
� To invite the public to Committee events including trail walks, workshops, etc. 
� To educate the public about  the Sandhills ecosystem and ways to preserve the 

native flora and fauna 

 



Publicity and Information Sharing - Linda Querec, Coordinator  

 

Linda Querec, coordinator, utilized news media articles, the Village web site, e-mail 
blasts to identified organizations, flyers, and brochures to advertise the Committee’s 
various activities.  Publicity and information included: 
 

Workshops 
� Published well-received articles for the public workshop in The  

� Designed and published publicity flyers for the workshop 

� Identified appropriate handouts for the workshop 
 

Community Outreach 

� Coordinated GWHC materials for display at all public events 
� Continued in  the position of Community Outreach Coordinator for the entire 

Pinehurst Conservation Commission 
 

Ongoing Publicity Projects 
� Participated in updating of the Village website 
� Photographed GWHC events, projects, and work areas  

� Managed printed materials stored in the Village Hall  
� Maintained a supply of all printed materials 

 

Participation in Public Events 
 

The GWH Committee participated in the following public events: 
 

� St Patrick’s Day parade, the Builders’ Home Show, and Holly Arts Fair. 
 
Public Workshops- JoAnne Ashton, Coordinator 

 

The GWH Committee produced a workshop this year to educate the public about the 
ecosystem.  Since the inception of this Committee, we have held fifteen public 

workshops.  We encourage residents to protect public areas and private backyards 
by using ecologically sound practices.   
 
Workshop 2010-2011: 

 

� “Native Plants” – Stefan Bloodworth, Curator of the Blomquist Gardens of 
Southeastern Native Plants of the Sarah Duke Gardens in Durham  (February 5, 

2011) 
 
Summer Nature Camp – Karen Kaplan, Leader; Sandy Race, Facilitator 

 

For the second year, we produced a Summer Nature Camp for 9 – 11 year old 
campers.   Our objective was to involve children in an intimate exploration of nature 
while fostering an appreciation of the Sandhills ecosystem.  Nature Camp is offered 

through the Parks and Recreation Department Summer Program.  Team members 
who planned, organized, and presented the camp programs included Karen Kaplan, 
Sandy Race, Susan Strine, Marisa Back, Brian Bonville, Barbara Hayworth, Carol 

Bowman, Susan Bonville, and Tracy Rush. 
 
Twelve campers signed participated.  The program included: 
 

� Day 1 – Native Plants -presented by Susan Strine, Barbara Hayworth, Brian 
Bonville – Rassie Wicker Park 



� Day 2 – Birds – arranged by Carol Bowman, the Weymouth Woods Ranger 
and Susan Campbell – Weymouth Woods Nature Preserve 

� Day 3 – Butterflies and Native Plants– presented by Marisa Back – 
Butterfly Habitat on Greenway 

� Day 4 – Longleaf Pine Ecosystem – presented by Karen Kaplan, Brian 
Bonville, and Susan Bonville  – Rassie Wicker Park 

 
The team decided to increase the amount of time each morning and reduce the 
number of days from 5 to 4.  They will evaluate these changes.  Each day included a 

variety of learning experiences including hands-on exploration, crafts, videos, slide 
shows, and art work in the classroom.  Each day also included field work at the 
Butterfly Habitat, Rassie Wicker Park, or Weymouth Woods Nature Center.  Our 

expert presenters did an outstanding job preparing and executing their programs.  
We also focused on safety tips for venturing into the natural world.  Each student 
was given a notebook, guide books, and educational brochures. 
 

 

        
2011 Nature Campers 

            
 
Funds 
 

The Pinehurst Village Council budgets funds for the Pinehurst Conservation 
Commission.  In addition to these budgeted funds, the GWH Committee obtains 
money from the sale of bluebird houses, the sale of Will Hon booklets, and 

donations.   We purchased a great deal of materials with our budgeted funds.  We 
want to acknowledge the cooperation of Mark Wagner and Kevin Brewer in helping 
us secure our supplies and materials while managing the Village’s financial systems. 

 
Pinehurst Comprehensive Long-Range Plan 
 

The Pinehurst Conservation Commission, and specifically, the Greenway Wildlife 

Habitat Committee, plays a vital role in the Pinehurst Comprehensive Long-Range 
Plan.  The GWHC has major responsibility or supportive responsibility for eight of the 
Plan’s objectives.  In October we provided the Village with a detailed report of our 

actions to address these eight objectives: 

� Encourage minimal use of fertilizers and other chemicals that can affect the local 

groundwater 
� Offer education on drought resistant plants 

� Discourage or prevent the introduction of invasive or non-native species 
� Identify and encourage sustainable practices 

� Educate and inform residents about the wildlife in Pinehurst 

� Continue to encourage the planting of native and/or drought tolerant plant species 
� Continue to protect the Longleaf Pine ecosystem 

� Recommend (or require) planting with species that lower water use to minimize 
irrigation 



We Have Wheels 
 

Sandy Race brokered a deal with her former neighbor, Robert Rannow, to donate a 
golf cart to the GWHC.  This generous gift allows our team to have easy access to 
the Greenway for the purposes of maintaining and watering our plantings.  We no 
longer have to haul jugs of water and equipment to all our locations on the Trail.  

Mark Wagner cleared all the legal and technical issues to allow our acceptance of 
the cart.  He also made arrangements with the Public Works Department for storage 
and maintenance.  The cart will have the Village sticker and an identification sign 

marking it as a maintenance vehicle for the Greenway.  This should satisfy any 
concerns about a motorized vehicle on the Trail.  Kevin Brewer will install a 25 gallon 
water tank and pump on the cart.  This is a dream come true. 

 
Ongoing Projects 
 

� Continue to enhance Trail entrances with signature plants and signs 

� Continue public education focus  
� Continue to offer programs for school-aged children in the education process 
� Continue to seek speaking opportunities with community groups 

� Continue to participate in civic events 
� Replace and add new identification signs and educational signs 
� Plan new workshops  

� Continue to add native plants along the Greenway 
� Continue to enhance the Butterfly Garden 

 
Current Greenway Wildlife Habitat Committee Members 

 

JoAnne Ashton     Danny Bactchelor 

Marisa Back      Jean Barrett-Taylor 
Joan Blackstone     Susan Bonville 

Carol Bowman     Tony Fiorillo 
Victoria Flaherty     Barbara Hayworth 

Karen Kaplan      Kendra Muir    

Linda Querec      Sandy Race 
Molly Rowell      Tracy Rush  

Jan Schnell      Bob Stolting 
Ruth Stolting      Susan Strine     

Dolores Gregory, Member Emeritus 
 
Community Outreach 
 

Molly Rowell and Marisa Back continued to make presentations about the Greenway 
Wildlife Habitat Committee’s activities and interests to a variety of community clubs and 
organizations.  This year in addition to their solo presentations, Marisa and Molly made 
two joint presentations. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Molly Rowell, Chairman GWH Committee 


