
EXAMPLES OF GOOD DROUGHT-TOLERANT PLANTS 
    
The plants on this list are generally drought-tolerant, depending on soil, light, humidity, wind, and exposure.  Be sure to 
study your intended planting site, do a soil test, and study the requirements of each plant in order to save time, effort, 
and expense.  Different cultivars may require different conditions and may also differ in the amount of drought that they 
can withstand.  Internet and reference book study will provide additional choices and information. 
 
 
Annuals 

Capsicum - Ornamental pepper 

Celosia 

Cleome - Spider flower 

Cosmos 

Eustoma - Lisianthus 

Gomphrena - Globe amaranth 

Melampodium 

Pelargonium – Geranium 

Petunia 

Portulaca - Moss rose 

Salvia 

Senecio -  Dusty miller 

Tagetes - Marigold 

Verbena 

Vinca  

Viola - Pansy 

Zinnia  

Perennials 

Achillea – Yarrow 

Agapanthus – Lily of the Nile 

Artemisia 

Asclepias tuberosa - Butterfly 
weed 

Aster 

Baptisia 

Coreopsis - Tickseed 

Delosperma -  Hardy ice plant 

Echinacea – Coneflower 

Erigeron - Fleabane 

Euphorbia - Spurge 

Gaillardia - Blanket flower 

Gaura lindheimeri - Wand flower 

Gazania 

Gerbera 

 

Perennials (cont.) 

Hemerocallis - Daylily 

Heuchera - Coralbells 

Hosta 

Iberis - Candytuft 

Kniphofia - Red hot poker, torch lily 

Lantana 

Lavandula - Lavender 

Leucanthemum - Shasta daisy 

Liatris – Gayfeather 

Oenothera – Sundrops, Evening 
Primrose 

Perovskia - Russian sage 

Phlomis – Jerusalem Sage 

Phlox paniculata ‘David’ 

Rudbeckia hirta - Black-eyed 
Susan 
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Perennials (cont.) 

Salvia leucantha - Mexican bush  
sage 

Santolina 

Sedum 

Solidago - Goldenrod 

Stachys byzantina - Lamb’s ears 

Verbascum - Mullein 

Verbena  

Veronica 

 

Ground Covers 

Ajuga reptans - Carpet bugle 

Hedera helix - English ivy 

Juniperus horizontalis - Creeping 
juniper 

Liriope muscarii - Liriope 

Liriope spicata – Spreading liriope 

Ophiopogon - Dwarf lilyturf or 
mondograss 

Phlox subulata - Moss phlox, thrift 

Vinca minor - Common periwinkle 

Vinca major - Large periwinkle 

 

Ornamental Grasses 

Andropogon - Bluestem 

Carex morrowii - Japanese sedge 
grass 

Cortaderia selloana - Pampas 
grass 

Elymus glaucous - Blue wild rye 

Eragrostis – Sand Love Grass 

Miscanthus sinensis - Chinese 
silver grass 

Muhlenbergia capillaris - Pink 
muhly grass 

Panicum virgatum - Switchgrass 

Pennisetum - Fountain grass 

Schizachyrium scoparium - Little 
bluestem 

Tridens flavus – Purpletop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shrubs 

Abelia chinesis 

Berberis - Barberry 

Buddleia - Butterfly bush 

Buxus - Boxwood 

Camellia 

Cytisus – Scotch Broom 

Euonymus 

Ilex - Holly 

Itea virginica - Virginia sweetspire 

Juniper 

Ligustrum - Privet 

Lonicera - Honeysuckle 

Spirea 

Viburnum 

Yucca 

 
 


